COMPOSTING
Composting is easy! Just find a place, throw together yard and kitchen waste, and mix it up every once in a while. Here's the recipe: 
1. Buy or build a bin. Some things to consider: what size bin, and how much do you want to spend.

2. Pick a location. Your compost should be out of direct hot sun so it does not dry out. Consider convenience of location (such as close to the source of waste), and the place where finished compost will be used.

3. Layer green and brown materials alternately. If you have woody materials, place them on the bottom - they will aid in aeration. Water the layers as you go. Be sure to add enough materials- -too small a pile won't heat up easily.

4. Mix the materials together.

5. Let it sit, but keep moist-like a damp sponge. Continue to add materials as you create them and turn the pile on occasion so that it is well aerated.

6. Your compost is done when it looks like dark soil and no longer heats up. 

For more information view:

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/FEATURE/backyard/compost.html
Or call Dorothy Brady of Skagway’s Community Garden 907.983.2515
Grass clippings and leaves and tree branches can be taken to 7 pastures (across the bridge).
A compost pile can be a tasty attraction for bears 
Don't let your compost pile turn into an unmanaged trash heap 
Don’t ever add animal products such as meat, bones, dairy products and fish waste to your pile 
Do use an enclosed bin (Municipal Ordinance 8.04.035 d.) and electric fencing if possible
Do monitor your compost to be sure it is 'cooking' and not putting off odor
Do consider indoor worm-bin composting for food waste
PRECYCLING
Preventing waste before it happens
Top 3 Precycle Tips:
1. Avoid excess packaging

2. Buy items that will last

3. Reuse as much as you can

To begin reducing the amount of junk mail you receive, visit:

http://www.donotmail.org/
Junk mail is more than just an annoyance; it's an environmental crisis. Every year, junk mail production destroys 100 million trees, creating global warming emissions equivalent to the emissions from nine million cars.
For more information about recycling and community sustainability, 

please see

sustainableskagway.org
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What and Where to Recycle 

In Skagway, Alaska


Save Paper: 

 View this brochure on line at sustainableskagway.org

WHAT and WHERE to RECYCLE        
Aluminum cans:  Collection trailer at the Municipality’s Public Works Shop on Fifth and Alaska.  ONLY ALUMINUM CANS, no foil, no pie tins, no other cans.  Densified for shipment.
Antifreeze: Collection trailer at the Small Boat Harbor.  Shipped as hazardous waste.
Automotive Batteries: Collection shed in the Municipality’s staging area on the water front.  Shipped as hazardous waste. 
Automotive Tires:  Drop off at the incinerator for burning.
Cell Phones: Taiya Inlet Watershed Council (907.983.2426) collection boxes at several locations around town.
Compostables:  Contact Charlotte (907.612.0115) for drop off at Jewell Gardens.

Corrugated Cardboard: Take to the incinerator (mile 6 Klondike Highway) during posted hours--baled and shipped to Haines sanitation. 
Fluorescent tubes and bulbs: Take to the incinerator, mile 6 Klondike Highway, Crushed and shipped as hazardous waste. 
Glass:  Collection trailer at the Municipality’s Public Works Shop on Fifth and Alaska.  Crushed and used to cover the Municipality’s ash pit for the incinerator.
Household batteries:  Drop off non-alkaline batteries at the collection shed in the Municipality’s staging area on the water front to be shipped out as hazardous waste.  Alkaline batteries are treated as regular household garbage.  
Inkjet cartridges:  Taiya Inlet Watershed Council (907.983.2426) collection boxes at several locations around town.
Junk-mail: No known local collection at this time. For more options, please see http://donotmail.org/blog/
E-waste:  Take to the incinerator, mile 6 Klondike Highway. Shipped as hazardous waste. 
Non-ferrous metals, cars, scrap iron: Contact Public works (907.983.2449) for disposal of cars.  Fluids are drained, gas tank, tires and battery pulled off.  If they have air conditioning, freon is removed. There is a charge of $160/car. Large appliances can be taken to the incinerator--$18 per appliance. Scrap metals are shipped out by barge.
Packing "Peanuts": Take clean, bagged packing “peanuts” to the back door of Lynch & Kennedy during open hours.  Skagway Artworks also takes them along with bubble wrap and other clean packing material.  Both stores are located on Broadway.
Plastics: No known local collection at this time.  See Raven Recycling info below.

Plastic bags: Clean bags are re-used by You Say Tomato (21st and State) and the library (8th and State).  There is a collection container at Fairway Market (4th and State) for recycling.

Tinned cans:  No known local collection at this time.  See Raven Recycling info below.
Waste Automotive Oil:  Collection trailer at the Small Boat Harbor.  Shipped as hazardous waste.
Waste cooking oil:  Collected at the Water Treatment facility on Alaska Street and First Avenue—converted to fuel used at the facility.
Raven Recycling

Whitehorse, Yukon has a great recycling facility that takes many recyclables not currently collected in Skagway.  Please view http://www.ravenrecycling.org/
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